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has 21 years of experience
in water and wastewater
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President’s Corner
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By Kam Law, IWEA President

Winter is here and the holidays are

As someone with a career focused on point source

over. I would like to start off with

discharges, it was impactful to witness how non-point

warm greetings to you all. I hope you

source representatives got together for one common goal.

had a chance to unwind and enjoy the

Just when you think you are alone in an uphill battle, you

company of friends and family over the

find that you are not. Where there is sufficient perseverance

holidays. I surely did.

and willpower, we can accomplish anything. So now you
wonder where I am going with this…

Throughout the holidays, our Annual Conference
Committee and the Program Committee have been busy

Here is my point: the water community needs your help. Get

preparing for the upcoming Illinois Water Professionals

involved and sign up for any water organization that best

Conference (IWPC) to be held in February. The program

suits your interests or personal goals. It doesn’t matter your

is set. Registration is open. Although I am looking forward

walk of life; whether you just started your career or if you’re

to the conference, it will be bittersweet for me because I will

a seasoned professional, you can make a difference. With

be passing the gavel to the President-Elect. In looking back

the current administration, your voice and involvement is

at the past year, I’m happy to note that we definitely made

more crucial than ever. As 2019 begins, we all get a chance

progress in some new initiatives. But there is always room

to start with a clean slate. How about putting “be involved”

for improvement...

down for your New Year’s resolution?

I had the opportunity to attend a One Water Action Forum

It’s time for me to get off my soapbox. Have a great 2019!

in early December. The forum promotes water dialogue

It has been my pleasure to serve you and all the IWEA

across the board from the agricultural community, to

members. I hope to see you all in Springfield at the IWPC

educators, to policy-makers. It also helps to spread the

conference.

eutrophication (as a result of phosphorus discharges)
and provided a review of the technologies, current design
methodology, and case studies. He also provided an update
on the current installations (both pilot and full-scale) for
these two technologies and achieved limits of phosphorus.
The IWEA LIFT committee is focused on facilitating the
adoption of innovative technologies in Illinois, and we
are currently planning events for 2019. We will host an
Innovative Technologies Tour in the spring, and the third
Annual Innovative Technologies Dinner in the fall. We
are also excited to have a track at the 2019 IWPC Annual
Conference on Monday afternoon.

Thank you to all the LIFT committee members for making
this another successful year: Eider Alvarez-Puras, Craig
Brunner, Joe Cummings, Omkar Ghavi, Mark Halm, Brooke
Henry, Dave Koch, Kuldip Kumar, Kam Law, Mwende
Lefler, Arun Mande, Meagan Matias, Jane Schimpa, and
Lou Storino. If you have ideas for innovative technologies
that you would like to see showcased through one of our
events, or are interested in becoming involved in IWEA
LIFT, please reach out to the committee chairs.

SAVE THE DATE!

message of how water connects us to each other without

IWEA 2019
Golf Outing & After Party

boundary. Therefore, to solve water quality and quantity
challenges, it requires a cohesive watershed management
approach that involves everybody.

Links at Carillon Golf Course,
Plainfield, Illinois
Friday, June 7, 2019
Golf Outing!
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The 16th Annual IWEA Golf Outing & After Party will
be held Friday, June 7, 2019 at Links at Carillon Plainfield,
Illinois. Golfing will be followed by drinks, appetizers, and
awards. This is an excellent opportunity for members to
meet and businesses to market their company through hole
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sponsorship. Proceeds contribute to the IWEA Scholarship
and Charitable Giving Fund. If you have any questions
on sponsorship opportunities please contact John Lamb,
IWEA Golf Committee Chair at jlamb3858@gmail.com.
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Interactive IWEA Watershed Groups
Viewer Tool Coming Soon

InFLOW To Be Introduced at IWPC 2019
By Lou Storino, IWEA Treasurer

By Dr. Lindsay Birt, Watershed Management Committee Chair

The IWEA Watershed Management Committee is
launching a new IWEA Watershed Groups Viewer tool in
2019. The interactive map is a unique way to explore active
watershed groups in Illinois and was developed to broaden
the understanding of watershed management to IWEA
members and the public.
The web-based application, developed by Huff & Huff
(H&H), a subsidiary of GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. in
collaboration with the Watershed Management Committee,

highlights active watershed groups, groups’ goals, surface
water features, municipal and county boundaries, and
more. IWEA Watershed Groups Viewer also displays EPA
WATERS GeoViewer and USGS stream gauges using Esri’s
Web AppBuilder API. The new Watershed Groups Viewer
Tool should be available online at iweasite.org by the end of
January 2019.
For more information contact Dr. Lindsay Birt at
lindsay.birt@gza.com.

The Water Environment Federation (WEF) successfully
introduced the WEF InFLOW (INtroducing Future Leaders
to Opportunities in Water) program at WEFTEC 2018 in New
Orleans, Louisiana. InFLOW is a scholarship program which
strives to identify promising students from underrepresented
minority groups and expose them to professional careers in
the water industry. InFLOW invites students to attend the
conference to solidify their interest in working in the water
sector and help foster a network within the organization and
the industry. The aim is to ultimately increase probabilities
for employment and long- term success.

College, Loyola University, Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville - Environmental Resource Training Center
and University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. The students
have been invited to attend the conference at no cost to them.
The InFLOW itinerary includes participation in technical
sessions, the Student and Young Professionals activities,
the mobile session in the exhibit hall, Operations Challenge
and various networking opportunities throughout the
conference.
Sponsors are being sought to help defray the cost of the
program which provides for the student’s registration,
housing, meals, and transportation. Please visit the IWPC
website for sponsorship information at Illinoiswpc.org.

This year, the InFLOW program will be introduced in Illinois
at IWPC. We anticipate the participation of 15 students,
including minority students from Lincoln Land Community

IWEA Agenda at a Glance:
Plan Your Day at the IWPC Conference!
Figure 1: IWEA Watershed Groups Viewer, integrating Story Map and Esri Arc Web tool.

Attendee registration is still open at www.illinoisiwpc.org
Figure 2: IWEA Watershed Groups Viewer highlights active watershed groups and groups’ goals.
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From the Shed

By Watershed Management Committee Members Maggie Yarnold (2018 IEPA Summer Intern, Loyola University undergraduate),
Scott Tomkins and Lindsay Birt, Ph.D. (Committee Chair)

Amy Walkenbach Sheds Light on
Watershed Management
Amy Walkenbach recently retired
from the Illinois EPA. She spent
about 12 years in the Bureau of
Water, Watershed Management
Section, with eight of those years
as section manager.
Amy began her career with
Illinois EPA as a lab technician in
the Ecotoxicology Laboratory. She then accepted a position
with the Bureau of Water, Lake Unit as the Illinois volunteer
lake monitoring coordinator, and was promoted to manager
of the Nonpoint Source Pollution Unit before transitioning
into the Watershed Management Section.
Amy Walkenbach

What was your most fun position during
your career?
She answered it was the Volunteer Lake Monitoring
Program, but she made the largest ecological impact in the
Watershed Management Section:
“Working with Watershed groups was one of the
biggest pieces of my time,” Amy said. “… building the
connections between those who can and will implement
watershed activities and those who have the resources. A
lot of times it was working with the public not-for-profit
type and government entities.”
The United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) adopted the watershed framework to protect
water resources from point and non-point source pollution
in 1996 and it was endorsed by USEPA members in 1991,
according to the USEPA. Amy said the watershed framework
concepts began at the local and state levels, and Illinois had
a progressive approach to watershed planning.

ILLINOIS WATERSHED

TRIVIA!

What would you say is the biggest obstacle for
watershed groups?
She answered, “Money is the biggest stumbling block
for implementation activities. Money always helps but
understanding how the local concerns impact local citizens
[will encourage stakeholders to build a plan]. Flooding [also]
brings a lot of stakeholders to the table.” Amy also said
groups that focus on smaller watersheds can accomplish
more and see the changes they’re making, and this helps
groups keep momentum also.
“It’s really difficult for people to think ‘okay I’m going
to address the Gulf Hypoxic Zone,’” Walkenbach said.
That’s a mammoth undertaking. Some of the challenges
we’ve seen recently are talking about how watershed
management needs to address large basin problems
like the Gulf Hypoxic Zone; it’s very difficult having
local stakeholders feel they can make any change on
that problem.”
How can watershed groups be successful?
She said having a focal community leader at the head of
a stakeholder group will make it more likely to keep up
momentum over time. Also, working in smaller watersheds
will help people recognize the differences they’re making. She
said adaptive management, taking lessons learned through
site specific efforts and applying that new knowledge to
future projects, is vital for watershed management success
and success in larger issues such as the Gulf Hypoxic Zone.
2019 Watershed Management Track at IWPC
The Watershed Management Committee has finalized
the agenda for the Watershed Management Track at the
upcoming IWPC Conference. The track will be moved to
Wednesday, February 13 on the conference agenda this year,
due to the state holiday. Check out the IWPC conference
program for full details.

IWEA Operators Challenge
By Greg Garbs, Plant Operations Committee

Once again, the Plant Operations Committee has been very
busy this year planning the “Event of the Century,” (a.k.a.
the IWEA Operators Challenge) for the upcoming IWPC
Conference. The event will be held in the main Exhibit
Hall on Feb. 11-13 and is free and open to anyone. Advance
registration at the head judge’s table is appreciated.

The Safety Challenge will be a little different this year. Each
participant will be required to identify the equipment and
safety gear needed to enter confined spaces and other work
areas. Last year, it was fun to watch as operators, engineers,
and industry professionals learned a few new facts while
trying to keep the profanity and arguing to a minimum!

The goal of the Operators Challenge is to provide a fun and
educational experience. There are four challenges available:
Laboratory, Maintenance, Safety, and Operations.

Sharpen up your wits! The Operations Challenge is a quiz
developed by the high academics at the Environmental
Resources Training Center. These guys say the quiz will
challenge even the most knowledgeable and astute operator.
Most operators get the scenarios, but to watch the engineers,
managers, and other professionals scratch their noggins is
always fun. The quiz is short, but the scenario will make you
think.

The lab team is adding a new element to their station this
year (see related article in this issue) in addition to their
usual challenges. Lab participants will be required to don the
provided goggles, lab coats, aprons, and gloves. Emphasis will
be placed on procedure, technique, setup, and cleanup. The
challenge criteria for grading will include twenty different
aspects of the analysis. Judges will be knowledgeable and
stringent, just like the regulators!
The Maintenance Challenge is still up in the air. The
committee wants to have a maintenance item familiar to
most, but still a challenge. Last year, the challenge was to
utilize the provided SCADA system to identify various
operational and maintenance scenarios. There was a
“pick the part” test where the participant had to match a
corresponding part with a description. As with last year,
grading will be on 20 different aspects of the job including
preparations, maintenance techniques, cleanup, and use of
or lack of profanity. Judges are industry professionals and
equipment representatives, so be on your toes!

The grade sheets will be submitted to the head judge’s table.
There, in a top secret, high security area, the knowledgeable
judges will tabulate the results. The winners will be
announced at the end of the event. Each participant will be
awarded a certificate of achievement and winners of each
event will receive a plaque and the undying respect and
adulation of the crowds.
This event is for individual participation and individuals
may enter one challenge or all four. This makes it easy and
flexible for anyone who is interested to participate. Good
luck to our competitors and may the sludge be with you!

WHICH STATE HOLIDAY FALLS ON THE TUESDAY OF
IWPC CONFERENCE THIS YEAR?
(Answer on page 13)
Photos by Ted Denning
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Executive Board Nominees
Submitted by Dan Collins, Past President and Nominating Committee Chair

The Nominating Committee considered candidates for the Executive Board for 2019-20. Following is the slate of officers
recommended for the upcoming year that will be voted on by the IWEA membership during the general meeting at the
Illinois Water Professionals Conference.
The nominating committee consisted of Executive Director Laurie Frieders, President Kam Law, Treasurer Lou Storino,
Corporate Secretary Mary Johnson, WEF Delegate Deb Ness and Past President Dan Collins.

President Cheryl Kunz
Cheryl Kunz is the Director of Marketing for Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. (Rockford, IL).
She has 30 years of corporate marketing experience in the wastewater treatment industry
including strategic branding, product promotion, public relations, and customer education
and training. Cheryl has a B.A. in Business Management and Marketing, completed
the University of Wisconsin-Madison Executive Education Program on Integrated
Marketing Communications and is a graduate of the Leadership Rockford class of 2008.
She served as the association’s Marketing Committee Chair from 2010–18 and joined
the IWEA Executive Board in 2017. Cheryl was presented with the IWEA Membership
Recruitment Award in 2014 and accepted the Water Environment Federation’s Citation
of Excellence in Advertising award in 2014 for Best Overall Ad and in 2016 for Best Ad
Campaign. Cheryl is a proud member of the Illinois Select Society of Sanitary Sludge
Shovelers (I5S) and looks forward to upholding IWEA’s continued commitment to
educating industry professionals, fostering future leaders, and protecting Illinois water.
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For 2019–2020
First Vice President Lee Melcher
Lee Melcher is a Project Manager at Greeley and Hansen and holds a B.S. in Civil
Engineering from the University of Illinois and a B.S. in Physics from Western Illinois
University. He served in the Army National Guard for six years while attending college
and was honorably discharged at the rank of sergeant. Lee has been in the engineering
field for 15 years and has worked on a wide range of projects and programs in the water
and wastewater industry. Lee has been a member of WEF since 2007 and has been
active in IWEA throughout the years. He served as the chair for the Plant Operations
Committee from 2012 - 17 and has been a member of the Golf Committee since 2015.
Lee has also committed his time to IWEA by organizing annual events through the Plant
Operations Committee, presenting papers, moderating technical sessions, assisting with
the Operations Challenge and authoring articles for the Clarifier. In 2018, Lee became a
member of the Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers (I5S).

Second Vice President Ryan Christopher
District Ryan Christopher is an associate at Greeley and Hansen and holds a B.S. in
Civil Engineering from Purdue University. Ryan has worked on a wide variety of water
and wastewater projects throughout the country and has been a member of WEF since
2007. He has been active in IWEA throughout his career. Starting in 2007, Ryan became
a member of the Students and Young Professionals Committee. From there, he took an
active role in the Biosolids Committee and became the Committee Chair in 2016.

Vice President Frederick Wu

Delegate Alice Ohrtmann

Frederick Wu is a Senior Civil Engineer for the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago’s Engineering Department. Frederick specializes in the design,
rehabilitation and management of District’s collection system. Frederick holds an M.S.
in Environmental Engineering from the Illinois Institute of Technology and a B.S. in
Civil and Environmental Engineering from University of Illinois Urbana Champaign.
Fred has been serving as the membership chair since 2008 and currently is active on the
IWEA Young Professional, Collection Facilities and Scholarship & Charitable Giving
Committees. Fred represents IWEA on the WEF membership committee and formerly
served as Secretary to the City Branch of the APWA Chicago Metro Chapter. Fred
currently resides in Chicago and is excited to help guide IWEA into the future.

Alice Ohrtmann is a Project Engineer III for the Rock River Water Reclamation District
in Rockford. She has almost 30 years of wastewater treatment and collection design,
construction, and management experience. Alice holds an M.S. in Environmental
Engineering and a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois Urbana
Champaign. Alice is currently the IWEA Industrial Pretreatment Committee Chair and
has also served as the Safety Committee Chair
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Delegates’ Corner

Changes Coming to the Laboratory
Events at IWPC 2019

By Rebecca Rose, Delegate 2020

The House of Delegates Operator Initiative Workgroup is off
to a running start! Through our monthly conference calls,
we have started three different Task Groups.
1) Operator Ingenuity Award Program
This taskgroup will promote the award program through
other delegates and Member Associations (MAs). One
thought is to work with MAs to create a state-level award.
They would like to see an increase in participation in the
contest. They are also looking to update the previous flyer.
2) Workforce Development
This task group is working on developing a survey that can
be distributed to the MA, asking them what programs they
are engaged with or involved in for the next generation
of operators. Were these programs successful? We will
incorporate our data from the survey results into the
upcoming WEFMAX programs.

3) Online Wastewater Library
This task group will assist in the promotion of the
On-Demand Wastewater Library (OWWL). According to
the WEF website, OWWL is a library of peer reviewed, O&M
information that is focused on providing (where applicable)
science-based principles and best management practices to
be applied at today’s water resource facilities and utilities of
the future. They will also work on developing an operator
fact sheet and assist with developing topics.
WEFMAX 2019
March 13-15 in Vancouver, BC
March 27-29 in Scottsdale, AZ
May 15-17 in Orange Beach, AL
May 29-31 in Nashville, TN
WEFMAX is an informative opportunity to find out what is
new at WEF and learn about the programs that your delegates
are working on. It’s also a great chance to network with other
MAs. Please try attend at least one of the meetings.

2018 IWEA Collections Seminar
Draws Large Attendance
By Dan Bounds, Collection Facilities Committee Chair

IWEA’s 2018 Collections Seminar
was held on November 8 at the Hyatt
Regency in Lisle, IL. Eighty-nine
(89) people attended, including 18
exhibiting companies. Keith Zollers,
Fox Metro Water Reclamation
District, was recognized as IWEA’s
Golden Manhole Award recipient and
conquered the Collection Facilities
Committee’s “feats of strength” to
earn his golden manhole lapel pin.

Keith Zollers of Fox Metro Water Reclamation
District shows off his Golden Manhole Award.

The agenda for the seminar included
presentations on private lateral
program implementation by Tony
Conn of the City of Naperville, cured-

in-place chemical grout methods
by Todd Bonk of Visu-Sewer, and
local inflow and infiltration program
requirements for 2019 by Karol Giokas
and Shilpa Ghia of RJN.
A Capacity, Management, Operations
and Maintenance program (CMOM)
roundtable discussion was led by
Dan Bounds of Baxter & Woodman,
Michael Ott of Strand Associates, and
Tony Conn. The day included a full
breakfast, Chicago-style buffet lunch,
exhibitor “quick talks” throughout the
day, and an exhibitor-provided door
prize drawing.

By Keith Richard, Laboratory Committee Chair

The Laboratory Committee is excited to
announce some changes coming to the
laboratory events at IWPC 2019.
The first is a new topic for the Laboratory
Workshop, which will be held in the
afternoon on Monday, Feb. 11. The
topic this year is “Nutrients Analysis,”
which should be very informative since
nutrients are currently a hot topic in
wastewater treatment. This workshop
will focus on learning about the different
forms of nitrogen and phosphorus as
well as learning the various analytical
methods used to measure them. The
workshop will be hands-on with each
participant analyzing samples for both
ammonia and phosphorus.
The Laboratory Track in the morning
on Tuesday, Feb. 12 will feature five
speakers covering a wide array of
laboratory-related topics, including
the importance of proper sampling,
understanding oil and grease, quality
assurance in the lab, and the always
popular EPA update.

The Laboratory Committee will again
be hosting the Lab Event of the
Operations Challenge in the afternoon
on Tuesday, Feb. 12. Again this year, the
topic will be “Wastewater Microbiology”
with some added features not seen last
year. The first task will be to identify
ten wastewater microorganisms by
matching their names to printed
photographs. The second task will be to
perform a fecal coliform/E. coli analysis
using the IDEXX Colilert 18 Quanti-tray
system. New this year will be the third
task, requiring participants to prepare a
wet-mount slide of actual mixed liquor
and examine it under a phase-contrast
microscope to identify at least one
wastewater microorganism. This new
task should be exciting for anyone who
has never looked at mixed liquor under
a phase-contrast microscope before.
The Laboratory Committee has worked
hard to implement these changes and
we are really looking forward to sharing
them with you at IWPC 2019. See you
there!

IDEXX Quanti-Tray System provides
easy, rapid, and accurate bacterial counts

Nikon Phase-Contrast Microscope uses
changes in refractive index to produce highcontrast images of transparent specimens

You're Invited...to the IWEA Awards Banquet!
By Amanda Withers, IWEA Awards Chair

Please plan on joining your fellow IWEA members in
celebrating at our 40th Annual Awards Banquet. It will
be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield in the
Diamond/Emerald Ballrooms from 6-9 p.m. on Monday,
Feb. 11, 2019. This year we will be inviting longstanding and
founding members of our organization and extending our

appreciation to them as part of the banquet festivities. Join
us in honoring these IWEA members, celebrating with our
2019 IWEA and WEF awardees and scholarship winners,
and fellowshipping with each other!

Photo submitted by Dan Bounds
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Help the Next Generation! Contribute to the
IWEA Educational Primer

Treasurer’s Report

By Greg Cargill, Public Education Committee Member and Norm Rose, Public Education Committee Chair

IWEA engaged an accountant to perform a financial
review of the fiscal year 2017-18 financial records, per the
bylaws of the organization.

As part of the IWEA “2020” Vision, the IWEA Public
Education Committee is putting together a Primer that can
be used statewide to educate the public and future generations
about the importance of what we do and how we do it. But
we need your help to make it happen!
The Primer will be an easy-to-use, “environmental
dictionary” and directory of water treatment processes and
definitions, attractively illustrated with photographs. It will
be designed for use in schools for students grades 7-12 to learn
about wastewater and clean water treatment and encourage
interest in the water industry. It will also be a great tool for
IWEA members as they conduct tours of their facilities for
anyone unfamiliar with the industry.

Ideally, we would like a diverse group of contributors from
various locations throughout the state since the Primer
will be used statewide. Geographic diversity will ensure the
most complete information about multiple water quality
enhancement projects, standard and unique wastewater
treatment processes, standard and unique solids processing
methods, utilization and disposal of treated solids and any
other unique projects that specifically enhance water quality.
We hope you will lend your time for this educational project
designed to impact the next generation! If you can help,
please contact either Greg Cargill at gdcboy@comcast.net or
Norm Rose at nrose835@sbcglobal.net.

By Lou Storino, IWEA Treasurer

Welcome New Members!
By Ted Denning, Membership Committee Chair

OCTOBER
Don Buerk
Municipal Equipment Company

We would like to start the formation of this innovative
resource in February or March and are now seeking
volunteers for the committee.

NOVEMBER

Do you have skills that you can lend to this project?
Specifically we are looking for experts to help us….
• Compile specific terms/definitions to be included in
		 the Primer
• Provide photographs which highlight various
		 definitions and processes
• Help convert the Primer into usable digital formats that
		 are easy to access for middle and high school teachers

Although the calendar year ended, IWEA’s fiscal year
runs July 1 – June 30. The second quarter of the 201819 fiscal year ended on December 31, 2018. A financial
report was presented to the IWEA Executive Board.

Eric Murauskas
Baxter & Woodman, Inc.

Dan Wiesemann
Spectra Tech

Vivek Nayak
CMI Environment America, Inc.

DECEMBER

Robert Nunoo

Lila Gillespie
Strand Associates

Olawale Oladeji
MWRD of Greater Chicago

Adam Gronski
Kuldip Kumar
MWRD of Greater Chicago

Kevin Steltzriede
City of Naperville, IL

Beth Baranski
Affiliated with the League of Women
Voters of Jo Daviess County
Christina Willson
Horner & Shifrin, Inc.

The Baskets are Coming!
By Paul Hurley, Scholarship and Charitable Giving Committee Chair

The annual conference is around the corner, which means
another year of basket raffles! The proceeds from the
basket raffle will fund scholarships for Illinois students
and residents who are planning careers in the water
environment industry.
A few of our generous sponsors have donated baskets
and IAWPCO has also generously donated gift baskets
to be raffled off in a fundraiser for SIUE’s Environmental
12

Resources Training Center. We are anticipating a variety
of baskets to be won with tickets available at 10 for $15 or
20 for $25.
Winning tickets will be drawn at the close of the
exhibitor reception. Maybe you will be the lucky winner!
Check out the baskets this year and support the IWEA
Scholarship Fund.

TRIVIA

ANSWER!

Answer: Lincoln’s Birthday
13

Capitol Currents

2018-2019 Executive Committee

By Nathan Davis, Collection Systems Committee Member

State News
Increased Infrastructure Funding a Possibility after the
2018 Election
Experience has shown that nothing is ever certain in Illinois
politics. However, there has been building optimism that the
Governor’s office and General Assembly may put together
a capitol bill in 2019. The details on such a program and
the funding mechanism will be determined once the new
administration is sworn into office. With this in mind, it may
be an opportune time for municipalities to reach out to their
representatives to discuss needed capital improvements and
funding needs.
NPDES Permits for Major Discharges
As mentioned in last quarter’s newsletter, the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) started sending
draft permits out to major dischargers with the long-awaited
phosphorus reduction special conditions. These include
requirements for an eventual phosphorus limit (0.5 mg/L
annual geometric mean in many cases), nutrient assessment
reduction planning within the watershed when warranted,
and nutrient reduction optimization/feasibility planning.
IEPA has continued to work on sending draft permits to
major dischargers, and several of these permits are now
available for viewing on the IEPA public notice website. The
full text of the special condition language can be viewed in
draft permits at the website below:
www2.illinois.gov/epa/public-notices/Pages/default.aspx

Federal News
WOTUS Rule
The United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers published
a proposed new Water of the U.S. (WOTUS) definition on
December 11, 2018. The proposed definition (if finalized)
would replace an Obama-era rule and is consistent with an
executive order signed in 2017 directing the Agency to take
action on the rule. The new definition would still protect
flowing rivers, lakes, and estuaries, but would no longer
extend protections to isolated ponds and wetlands that are
not connected to a larger body of water. The proposed
definition is now open for public comments for a
60-day window. The full text of the proposal is
available on the regulations.gov website under
“Docket ID EPA-HQ-OW-2018-0149” and includes the
ability to upload and submit formal comments.

Illinois Water Environment Association Executive Board
Member/Position

Affiliation/Address

Telephone/Email

Kam Law

Greeley and Hansen, LLC
100 S Wacker Drive, Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60606

(312) 578-2345
kplaw@greeley-hansen.com

Cheryl Kunz

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
6306 N. Alpine Road
Loves Park, IL 61111

(815) 639-4582
ckunz@aqua-aerobic.com

Frederick Wu

MWRDGC
111 East Erie St.
Chicago, IL 60611

(312) 751-4025
frederick.wu@mwrd.org

Lee Melcher

Greeley and Hansen, LLC
100 South Wacker Drive, Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60606

(312) 578-2463
(312) 448-1139 Cell
lmelcher@greeley-hansen.com

Mary Johnson

Rock River Water Reclamation
P.O. Box 7480
Rockford, IL 61126-7480

(815) 387-7523
(815) 387-7526 Fax
mjohnson@rrwrd.dst.il.us

Lou Storino

MWRDGC
111 East Erie St.
Chicago, IL 60611

(312) 751-3167
louis.storino@mwrd.org

Debra Ness

City of Ottawa Public Works
828 East Norris Drive
Ottawa, IL 61350

(815) 433-0161 ext. 317
debraness1360@comcast.net

Rebecca Rose

MWRDGC
6001 West Pershing Rd.
Cicero, IL 60804

(708) 588-4076
rebecca.rose@mwrd.org

Dan Collins

MWRDGC
(retired)

(312) 315-7416
dancollins1224@gmail.com

Laurie Frieders

Glenbard Wastewater Authority
21W551 Bemis Road
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

(630) 391-2169
ExecMgr@iweasite.org

President

President Elect

First Vice President

Second Vice President

Corporate Secretary

Treasurer

Delegate 2019

Keep your eyes open for these upcoming events!

Delegate 2020

IWEA Calendar of Events
Date

Meeting/Activity

Location

Feb. 11-13, 2019

Illinois Wastewater Professionals Conference

Crowne Plaza, Springfield, IL

Feb. 20, 2019

Industrial Pretreatment Dinner

Ditka's Oakbrook Terrace
Oakbrook Terrace, IL

Jun. 4-7, 2019

WEF Collection Systems Conference

Indiana Convention Center
Indianapolis, IN

Jun. 7, 2019

16th Annual IWEA Golf Outing & After Party

Links at Carillon Golf Course,
Plainfield, IL

Past President

Executive Manager

Please see www.iweasite.org to register for events.
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Illinois Water Environment Association is a Member Association of
the Water Environment Federation dedicated to improving Illinois’
surface, sub-surface and atmospheric water. The ILLINOIS CLARIFIER
is a quarterly publication of IWEA providing pertinent information
by, for and about IWEA members. The opinions contained herein
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the IWEA or the

ILLINOIS CLARIFIER committee. Copy deadlines are the 15th of
January, April, July and October. Direct comments and inquiries to:
Illinois
Clarifier,
Karen
Dix
Managing
Editor;
email:
ILClarifier@Juno.com; website: http://iweasite.org/ Printed on recycled
paper. Share with a friend and prospective member, then recycle.

THANK YOU TO THE SPONSORS OF OUR UPCOMING IWPC CONFERENCE!

(At time of publication)
If you would like to exhibit or become a sponsor for the event,
please visit the conference website at www.illinoiswpc.org.
World Water Sponsor

Lake Sponsors

River Sponsors

Ocean Sponsors

Stream Sponsor

FOLLOW IWEA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
You can now follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram!
See you in cyberspace!

Water Stewards

